
 

 
 
Call for Proposals 
MAD THEORY 2:  A Performance Philosophy Symposium 
Madison Public Library Central Branch, 3rd Floor 
Saturday, March 21st, 2015 
 
Madison Performance Philosophy Collective invites individuals and groups to propose lecture 
performances, experimental talks, live art, interactive installations, roundtable discussions, 
collaborative praxis-based workshops, site-specific work, durational work, relational aesthetics, 
and digital media at the intersection of performance and philosophy or theory and practice more 
generally. We welcome a diversity of approaches, styles, and methods. Some sessions may be 
more heavily weighted toward either scholarship or live art, while others may attempt to strike a 
balance or produce a hybridization between performance and philosophy. Regardless of a 
project’s format, an emphasis on participation – such as audience interaction or response 
structures – is encouraged.  
 
Submit your work in one of the following formats (indicate if your work is multi-format): 
1. Live Talk / Paper Presentation  
2. Live Performance 
3. Participatory Workshop (the majority of the session involving the physical engagement of 
participants in activities)  
4. Durational Installation (ongoing throughout the day) 
5. Durational Performance (ongoing throughout the day) 
6. Video screening 
 
Beyond the basic set-up of the space (built-in digital projector with sound system, touch-screen 
TV), any other technical needs will be the responsibility of the presenter.  Early set-up can 
be negotiated. 
 
Proposals Due Monday, February 2nd   
Include your name, brief bio, title of your submission, format, time and space requests, technical 
requirements, and a 300 to 500-word description of your proposed project. 
Email madison.performance.philosophy@gmail.com  
 
 



 
MAD THEORY featured a dynamic range of interdisciplinary work – from an audio/noise 
performance theorizing queer stammers and the glitch to a relational, food-based aesthetic 
gesture; from a trans-digital methodology of the handmade to a performative investigation of 
race in visual culture; from experimental theory videos to collaborative digital poetics; from 
philosophy of body modification to exploration of library literacy programs. Find out more about 
the projects here: https://madtheory2014.wordpress.com/projects/. Here’s a testament to the 
event’s success by Oliver Bendorf, UW-Madison MFA and MLIS candidate: 

“Mad Theory was, on April 12, 2014, a philosophy performance, but it lives on as 
a performance philosophy. Mad Theory is an equal commitment to play and 
provocation, rigorously, with judgment suspended. We felt things in our molars; 
we stammered. We e-poemed; we palindromed. We became molecules. We had 
public thoughts about our private feelings, and public feelings about our private 
thoughts. We laughed, sang, danced, and screamed. I probably cried, but only 
because I loved it so. I would do anything for Mad Theory…” 

 
MAD THEORY 2: A Performance Philosophy Symposium builds upon the momentum of the 
inaugural event to continue to nurture interdisciplinary work within and across the arts and 
humanities. The event is motivated by collective energy, enthusiasm, curiousness, 
interdisciplinarity, provocativeness, and desire to expand how, why, and through what methods 
we produce knowledge. This symposium will provide UW arts and humanities faculty and 
students, and the Madison community at large, with a dynamic time and space to showcase and 
discuss a wide range of practices and forms of performative scholarship, artistic research, and 
critical-creative collaboration. MAD THEORY 2 will engage a richly interdisciplinary nexus of 
questions, practices, challenges, opportunities, and possibilities for unsettling generic and 
medium-specific boundaries and staging collaborations between scholarly and artistic research 
and practice. 
 
Our core inquiry investigates and considers in-betweenness, liminality, and incomplete 
becomings along the spectrum of mind-body and theory-practice.  We are compelled by practices 
and objects of analysis (creative scholarship, performative theory, performance-as-research, 
hybrid texts, etc.) that potentially blur the boundary between theory/mind and 
practice/body.  How is theory/scholarship embodied?  When and how is thinking a performative 
act?  Is there room for artistic play within scholarly research?  How can performance 
theorize?  How is the interior-oriented space of cognition related to the exterior-oriented space of 
the performance event?  How can we problematize the interior/exterior, thinking/doing, 
contemplative/active binary with an active theorization of the cognitive event, of thinking-as-
doing and doing-as-thinking?  How does performance-as-research reconfigure the terms and 
generic expectations of scholarly research and performance practice? What theoretical and 
practical problems, issues, and possibilities does border-crossing between disciplines pose in 
terms of audience and reception?     
 
In addition to this core question about theory-practice, we are also strongly invested in 
democratizing knowledge and promoting a de-hierarchized form of performance philosophy 
beyond the “ivory tower.”  Our aim is to investigate key questions at the heart of performance 
philosophy while also building and strengthening community between artists and scholars within 
and outside of academic institutions. 
 
 



 
Madison Performance Philosophy Collective is Tom Armbrecht, Erin Briddick, James Burling, 
Jill H. Casid, Paola Hernandez, K. Frances Lieder, Tomislav Longinovic, Megan Marsh-
McGlone, Jon McKenzie, Dijana Mitrovic, Mark Nelson, Frederic Neyrat, Michael Peterson, Jen 
Plants, Andrew Salyer, Katrina Schaag, and Christopher Wolter. 
 
Contact: 
madison.performance.philosophy@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/MadisonPerformancePhilosophyCollective 
http://madisonperformancephilosophy.wordpress.com/ 
https://madtheory2015.wordpress.com/ 
 
This event is generously supported by the UW Arts Institute and Center for the Humanities, and 
co-sponsored by the Bubbler at Madison Public Library, the A.W. Mellon Art + Scholarship 
Workshop, the English Department, and the Art Department. 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


